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Q? What culture is being curated in your marriage? In your family? In your first circle 
friendships? In your spiritual family? What words would you use to describe your experience 
with these circles of relationship?  
 
Q? What are the essential things that a rhythm of biblical reflection and prayer establish in a 
marriage, family, friendships, spiritual family?  
 
The Utopian Flaw 
Q? Describe a time when you were challenged by: 

● A crisis that created a time of uncertainty in the way you thought about God or your life. 
● A major shift in your understanding that required you to recalibrate how you read and 

applied the Scriptures to your life or community?  
 
Q? If you can, describe a time when you were in a circle of relationships that hit the Utopian 
Flaw, but went through the learning cycle and had a successful and graceful transition from  
Crisis > Questions > Biblical Reflection in Community > Experimentation > Confidence 
supported by a culture of trust, respect, vulnerable honesty, and prayerful discernment. Where 
all of the participants could bring their input to a set of questions: Who are we to one another? 
Where have we been? What have we learned? and How do we revision a better way forward 
together?  
 
Q? If not, describe a time when you were in a circle of relationships that failed in a time of crisis 
and conflict, was weak on recognizing the need for a healthy critique and review that welcomed 
a prayerful and conversational process.  
 
Q? If you have been through a Utopian Flaw experience that also sent you somewhere down 
the Utope Slope of Doubt > Disappointment > Discouragement > Disillusionment > 
Despair, please describe where you are now with that experience.  
 

● Has the Gospel of forgiveness, repentance, letting go of judgments and being reconciled 
been applied to these relationships? If yes, what Christlike maturity has resulted from 
this learning opportunity?  

● If not, then perhaps pausing to pray might be your best response. Ask some safe people 
to come around you to her your confession of your need to forgive, ask for forgiveness, 
offer to God your heartfelt repentance, and let go of judgments toward anyone who failed 
to meet your expectations. Pray for an opportunity to be reconciled in these 
relationships.  
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